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FUNERAL  SERMON. 


JOB  xix.  21. 

Have  pity  upon  me,  have  phi/  upon  me,  0  ye  my  friends  ; 
for  the  hand  of  God  hath  touched  me. 


I 


_  OB  was  a  perfon,  who,  perhaps  above  all 
others,  was  afflided  by  the  hand  of  God.  By  the 
judgments  of  the  Almighty,  he  was  reduced  from  a 
ftate  of  unufual  profperity,  to  the  loweft  depths  of 
humiliation.  He  was  fucceffively  ftripped  of  his 
cattle,  his  fervants,  his  children,  and  his  own  health. 
With  eminent  propriety,  he  could  adopt  the  lan- 
guage of  the  author  of  the  book  of  Lamentations^ 
**  I  am  the  man  that  hath  feen  affliction  by  the  rod 
of  his  wrath.'^ 

Deprived  of  his  fubftance,  and  of  his  children,  he 
was  alfo  deprived  of  the  comfort  of  his  friends.  By 
means  of  their  fympathy,  and  difpofition  to  bear  his 
burdens,  how  reafonably  might  he#  have  expeded 
fome  alleviation  of  his  aggravated  trials.     But  how 
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different  was  the  event  ?  Inftead  ofexercifing  their' 
compaffion  towards  him,  as  his  charader  admitted, 
and  his  afflided  circumftances  required,  they  re- 
proached him  as  a  hypocrite.  Erronioufly  imagin- 
ing that  a  perfon  thus  unufually  afflicted  by  the 
hand  of  God,  could  not  juftly  be  reckoned  among 
his  friends,  they  wickedly  charged  him  with  making 
pretenfions  to  a  charader  to  which  he  was  not  enti- 
tled. Job  reafons  with  his  profeiTed  friends  upon 
the  inaccuracy  of  their  judgment ;  and  ilrongly  main- 
tains that  the  moral  character  of  men,  cannot  be  de- 
termined by  their  external  circumftances.  He  is 
however  ftill  oppofed,  and  notwithftanding  the  va- 
rious exhibitions  of  Divine  Providence  which  he  no- 
tices, to  Ihow,  that  in  the  prefent  world,  all  things 
happen  alike  to  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  and 
the  abundant  evidence  which  he  gives  of  his  chrif- 
tian  patience  and  fubmiilion,  he  is  ftill  unable  to 
convince  his  friends,  that  his  afflidlions  aiford  no 
proof  that  he  is  an  enemy  of  God. 

In  thefe  diftreffing  circumftances.  Job  is,  at  times, 
driven  almoft  to  defperation.  It  was  at  this  period 
he  cried  out  in  the  bitternefs  of  his  foul,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  text,  "  Have  pity  upon  me  ;  have  pity 
upon  me,  O  ye  my  friends ;  for  the  hand  of  God 
hath  touched  me."  He  did  not  indeed,  look  for  his 
chief  comfort  and  fupport  from  the  prefent  world  ; 
yet  he  doubtlefs  confidered  friends  in  many  inftances, 
as  the  happy  inft rum ents  of  bringing  down  bleffings 
upon  the  diftrefled.  With  thefe  views  have  we  not 
reafon  to  think  he  addreifed  his  friends  in  the  words 
of  the  text. 

In  the  further  confideration  of  the  words  which 
are  chofen  to  Ifad  our  thoughts  at  this  time,  it  will  be 
obvious  to  remark. 
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I.  That  whenever  any  of  mankind  are  afflicted, 
they  are  affiided  by  God. 

II.  I  ihali notice  themanner  in  which  we  are  bound 
t©  exhibit  our  pity  tov/ard  the  afflided.  . .  ' 

I.  It  is  to  be  ihow'n  that  whenever  any  are  afflic- 
ted, they  are  afflided  by  God. 

This  is  clearly  the  language  of  the  text  ;  "  For 
the  hand  of  God  hath  touched  me."  Job  was  now 
bowed  down  with  afflictions.  He  was  thoroughly 
feniible  from  whence  they  came,  and  had  no  difpofi- 
tion  to  exclude  from  his  mind,  a  belief  of  their  au- 
thor. Accordingly  he  acknowledges  on  all  occa- 
fions,  that  his  trials  were  divine  rebukes.  Speaking 
of  God,  he  fays,  "  Becaufe  he  hath  loofed  my  cord 
and  afflided  me,  they  have  alfo  let  loofe  the  bridle 
before  me."  In  his  addreifes  to  God  he  fays, 
"  Thou  iiftefi:  me  up  to  the  wind,  thou  caufeft  me 
to  ride  upon  it,  and  diiTolveft  my  fubllance.  For  I 
know  that  thou  wilt  bring  me  to  death,  and  to  the 
houfe  appointed  for  all  living."  This  was  alfo  the 
language  of  Naomi,  who  had  been  afflided  by  the 
death  of  her  hufband  Elimelech,  and  of  her  two 
fons.  "  I  went  out  full"  faith  llie  "  and  the  Lord 
hath  brought  me  home  empty— and  the  Almighty 
hath  afflided  me." 

So  alfo  the  infpired  Pfalmiil,  "  For  thou  O  God, 
haft  proved  us  ;  thou  haft  tried  us  as  fdver  is  tried. 
Thou  broughteft  us  into  the  net  ;  thou  laideft  afflic- 
tion upon  our  loins.  Thou  haft  caufed  men  to  ride 
over  our  heads. — Thou  haft  laid  me  in  the  low^eft 
pit,  in  darknefs,  in  the  deeps.  Thy  wrath  lieth 
hard  upon  m.e  and  thou  haft  affl.ided  me  with  all  thy 
y/aves.— While  I  fufter  thy  terrors,  I  am  diftraded.'*^ 
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^ — ^To  the  fame  import  are  the  declarations  of  the 
infpired  penman  refpedting  thcfe  aSlidions  which 
are  of  the  fevereft  kind.  Addreffing  himfelf  to 
God,  he  fays,  "  Thou  turned  man  to  deflrudion, 
and  fayed  return  ye  children  of  men. — Thou  carried 
them  away  as  with  a  flood  ;  they  are  as  a  deep  :  in 
the  morning  they  are  like  grafs  which  groweth  up. 
In  the  morning  it  flouridieth  and  groweth  up  ;  in 
the  evening  it  is  cut  down  and  withered. — I  know  O 
Lord  that  thy  judgments  are  right  and  that  in  faith- 
fulnefs  thou  had  affli£i:ed  me. — O  Lord  God  of 
Hods,  how  long  wilt  thou  be  angry  againd  the  pray- 
ers of  thy  people  ?  thou  feeded  them  with  the  bread 
of  tears  ;  and  gived  them  tears  to  drink  in  great 
meafure.'* 

Saith  Jeremiah,  in  his  bitter  Lamentations,  "  The 
ways  of  Zion  do  mourn. — Her  adverfaries  are  the 
chief,  her  enemies  profper,  for  the  Lord  hath  afilicr 
ted  her  for  the  multitude  of  her  tranfgredions." 
And  again,  "  behold  and  fee,  if  there  be  any  forrow^ 
like  unto  my  forrow,  which  is  done  unto  me, 
wherewith  the  Lord  hath  afflided  me  in  the  day  of 
his  fierce  anger.  From  above,  hath  he  fent  fire  in^ 
to  my  bones— the  yoke  of  my  tranfgreffions  is  bound 
by  his  hand.** 

The  pious  Hannah  the  wife  of  Elkanah,  in  an 
addrefs  of  thankfulnefs  to  God  for  the  birth  of  a  fon, 
acknovvied^s  Ills  univerfal  providence,  as  well  in 
-fending. afiliclions,  as  in  the  bedowment  of  mercies. 
^^  I'he  Lord/*  faith  flie,  "  killeth  and  maketh  alive  ; 
he  bringeth  down  to  the  grave,  and  bringeth  up. 
The  Lord  maketh  poor,  and  maketh  rich  :  he 
bringeth  low,  and  lifteth  up.'* 

Thefe  various  padages  of  fcripture  are  introduced 
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to  ftiow,  that  affli(5tions   are  every  where  impliedly 
or  expreffely  attributed  to  God  as  their  author. 

If  to  this  evidence  that  when  any  are  afflicledj 
they  are  afflided  of  God,  it  be  poffible  to  add  any 
thing,  furely  the  following  paiTages  muft  put  the 
certainty  of  this  do6:rine  beyond  a  queftion. 

Saith  the  Prophet  Amos,  "  Shall  there  be  evil  in 
the  city  and  the  Lord  hath  not  done  it  ?"  The  lan- 
guage of  Jehovah  himfelf,  is  to  the  fame  import* 
"  I  form  the  light,  and  create  darknefs  :  I  make 
peace,  and  create  evil,  I  the  Lord  do  all  thefe  things*'^ 

Time  would  fail  me,  were  I  to  enumemte  all  thofe 
paffages  of  fcripture  which  inform  us  that  God  fends 
afflictions  upon  his  creatures.  This  is  the  language 
©f  the  bible  throughout.  When  any  are  affli£ted  by 
the  lofs  of  their  worldly  fubftance,  God  is  reprefen* 
ted  as  fcourging  them  for  their  fms.  By  his  com- 
mand blafts,  mildews,  and  pinching  drought  are 
experienced,  and  the  hufbandman  is  difappointed 
in  the  labor  of  his  hands.  The  pefliience  that  walk- 
eth  in  darknefs,  and  the  deftrudion  that  wafleth  at 
noon  day,  are  fent  and  withheld  by  him  agreeably  to 
his  wife  purpofe.  Sicknefs  and  death  are  his  melTen- 
gers  ;  they  go  at  his  command,  and  are  limited  only 
by  his  directions.  Poverty  and  riches,  honor  and 
difgrace,  and  every  other  bleffing  and  calamity^ 
wait  his  command,  and  are  fwift  to  attend  to  his  ap- 
pointments.  When  any  are  placed  upon  beds  of 
ficknefs,  or  removed  from  the  w^orld,  the  hand  of 
God  is  to  be  noticed  in  the  event.  To  him  it  was 
not  accidental,  or  unknown,  but  planned  out,  and 
accompliihed  in  infinite  vvifdom  and  goodnefs. 

In  fine,  God  directs  and  controls  ever}^  circum- 
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fiance  which  relates  to  the  happinefs  and  mifery  of 
his  creatures  ;  agreeably  indeed  to  the  principles  of 
juftice  and  benevolence,  but  abfolutely,  and  with- 
out the  poilibility  of  a  failure. 

Having  attempted  to  fhow  that  God  is  the  author 
of  all  the  affli6:ions  which  are  experienced  by  any  of 
the  human  race,  let  us  proceed, 

IL  To  confider  the  manner  in  which  we  are 
bound  to  exhibit  our  pity  toward  the  afflicted. 

Job,  in  the  text  calls  upon  his  friends  to  have 
pity  upon  him  becaufe  the  hand  of  God  had  touched 
him.  It  is  not  only  the  duty  of  intimate  friends  to 
exhibit  their  pity  toward  thofe  of  the  afflided  with 
whom  they  are  intimate  :  but  it  is  the  duty  of  all 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  circumftances  of  thofe 
in  afflidion,  to  exercife  their  compaffion  toward 
them.  This  pity  is  to  be  exhibited  in  various  ways, 
all  of  which  are  calculated  to  alleviate  diftrefs. 

I .  The  pity  which  is  noticed  in  the  text,  is  to  be 
exhibited  by  fympathifmg  with  the  afflicted,  and  ta* 
king  in  this  way  a  tender  part  in  their  afflidions. 

This  is  undoubtedly  included  in  Job's  requeft  td 
his  friends.  He  wifhed  them  to  be  fenfible  of  the 
greatnefs  and  diftreffing  character  of  his  afflictions, 
and  to  be  difpofed  to  fympathife  with  him  in  his  dif- 
trefs. Inilead  of  endeavoring  to  afford  him  any  al- 
leviation under  his  multiplied  calamities,  they  had 
appeared  anxious  to  increafe  them.  Job  befeeches 
them  with  much  earneftnefs  to  liflen  to  his  cries,  and 
to  corapafTionate,  inftead  of  aggravating  his  grief 
This  was  a  reafonable  requeft ;  and  in  this  way  man- 
kind are  obligated  to  pity,  and  of  courfe,  in  fome 
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hieafure  to  alleviate  the  diftreffes  of  the  wounded 
heart.  It  is  indeed  impollible  for  thofe  who  have 
never  been  called  to  experience  afflidions,  adequate- 
ly to  conceive  of  the  degree  of  anguilh  which  they 
bccafion. 

Saith  Solomon,  "  the  heart  knoweth  his  own  bit- 
terneis  ;"  by  which  we  are  doubtlefs  to  underitand 
that  others  can  have  no  jufl  conception  of  it. 

Yet  we  are  not  to  imagine  that  others  are  not 
obligated  to  take,  at  leaft,  a  fmall  part  in  the  fuifer- 
ings  of  the  diftrefled.  Some  indeed  know  by  affect- 
ing experience,  what  it  is  to  have  feen  afflidion  by 
the  rod  of  his  wrath.  Thefe  can  be  more  fenfible 
of  the  pains  of  thofe  in  like  circumftances,  and  if  they 
are  rightly  difpofed,  can  take  a  moft  tender  interefl 
in  their  rebukes. 

It  is  the  duty  of  all  however,  to  fearch  into  th^ 
pains  of  thofe  around  them  who  are  in  diftrefs,  and 
agreeably  to  the  diredions  of  the  apoflle  Paul,  to 
'^  weep  with  them  that  weep."  The  afflictions 
Which  God  fends  upon  his  creatures,  are  ofteii 
very  great,  and  almofl:  infupportable.  They  who 
/are  appointed  to  endure  them,  need  all  the  commif- 
eration  which  is  at  the  difpofal  of  thofe  who  are 
acquainted  with  their  circumilances.  Though  all 
the  judgments  of  God  are  for  the  prefent  grievous, 
yet  thofe  which  relate  to  the  life  and  health  of  man- 
kind, are  peculiarly  fo. 

Vvlien  God  appears  in  a  family  and  cuts  off  .a 
parent  or  companion,  and  configns  to  the  grave  one 
of  its  heads,  or  when  any  of  the  tender  ties  of  na- 
ture are  diiiolved,  furvivors  cannot  but  experience  a 
degree  of  anguKh  which  it  is  impofiible  fully  to  e.Y- 
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prefs.  Thefe  are  fcenes  at  which  humanity  mufl 
weep.  And  thofe  hearts,  whether  they  are  peculiarly 
conneded  with  the  afflicted,  or  otherways,  muft  be 
hard  indeed  that  can  be  infenfible  to  pains  like  thefe. 
Such  was  not  the  heart  of  Chriit.  When  he  was  cal- 
led to  the  grave  of  Lazarus,  in  company  with  the  fur- 
viving  fifters,  we  are  informed  "  Jefus  wept."  His 
human  nature  could  not  endure  a  fcene  like  this, 
without  the  tendeiefl  emotions  of  fympathy.  An 
imitation  of  the  Saviour's  example  in  this  refpe^l,  is 
highly  becoming  the  Chriilian  character.  Indeed 
the  benevolence  of  the  gofpel,  where  it  is  pofTefTed, 
will  neceffarily  flow  out  into  a  feeling  concern  for 
the  pains  of  others. 

Thofe  who  have  experienced  the  love  of  God, 
and  have  known  by  experience  the  nature  of  that 
charity  which  feeketh  not  her  own,  but  another's 
good,  cannot  view  the  fufFerings  of  their  fellow  crea- 
tures, without  iharing  in  their  forrows.  By  the  ex- 
ercife  of  this  difpofition  alone  can  any  conform  to 
the  direction  of  the  apoflle  Paul  to  the  Galatians, 
when  he  tells  them  "  Bear  ye  one  another's  bur- 
dens, and  fo  fulfil  the  law  of  Chrifi:." 

2.  The  pity  which  is  fpoken  of  in  the  text  is  to 
be  exercifed  toward  the  afflicted  by  praying  for  them. 

Thofe  who  are  in  afflidion,  much  need  comfort 
and  fupport.  The  load  which  they  endure,  is  heavy 
and  difficult  to  be  borne.  Let  the  cafe  of  Job  be 
called  to  mind,  and  let  it  be  recolleded  that,  altho' 
the  afflictions  of  men  at  the  prefent  day  may  not 
be  as  fevere  as  his,  they  partake  of  the  fame  char- 
ader,  and  it  will  be  eafy  to  difcover  that  the  afflid- 
ed  ftand  in  need  of  fupport  to  enable  them  to  fuf- 
tain  their  trials  with  patience.  Job  had  been  bow- 
ed to  the  dud  by  the  hand  of  God.     lie  had  not 
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only  been  ftripped  of  his  fubilance :  but  all  his  chil- 
dren by  one  flroke  had  been  hurried  away  to  the 
grave. 

The  neceflity  of  coHifort  to  one  in  this  fituation, 
muft  be  very  apparent.  Confolation  and  fupport  in 
afflidions,  will,  however,  be  fought  in  vain,  unlefs 
God  is  pleafed  to  beftow  them.  Nothing  in  the 
prefent  world  can,  in  the  leail  degree,  reach  the 
cafe  of  one  wounded  by  fevere  afflidions.  Every 
thing  in  the  prefent  life,  which  any  might  confider 
as  a  fource  of  confolation,  is  cold  and  cheerlefs  as 
the  grave.  All  relief  muft  defcend  from  God.  In 
him  alone  dwells  every  poffible  fource  of  comfort. 
Me,  and  he  alone,  can  heal  the  broken  heart.  This 
muft,  however,  be  done  in  anfwer  to  prayer.  How% 
ever  difpofed  God  may  be  to  beftow  bleffings  upon 
his  creatures,  previous  to  the  beftowment  of  them, 
he  ufually  excites  his  children  to  earneft  prayer. 
Thus  he  fays  by  Ezekiel,  after  having  enumerated 
the  various  blellings  which  he  defigned  to  pour  out 
upon  his  people,  "  I  will  yet  for  this  be  enquired  of 
by  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  to  do  it  for  them."  In  the 
way  of  prayer  alone,  we  have  reafon  to  expe£l  he 
will  give  confolations  to  the  aiiii&d.  Accordingly 
the  apoftle  James  to  the  twelve  tribes  of  Ifrael,  gives 
this  diredion.  "  Is  anv  man  amon?  vou  afflicled  ? 
let  him  pray.'*  If  it  is  important  that  one  fnould 
pray  for  himfelf  in  the  time  of  afHIQion,  we  have 
reafon  to  think  that  it  is  important  that  others  Ihould 
unite  their  addreifes  to  God  for  the  fame  objed:, 
and  that  this  will  be  a  moft  defirable  way  of  expreil- 
ing  their  fympathy.  Conformable  to  this,  are  the 
w^ords  of  the  fame  apoftle.  "  The  prayer  of  faith" 
faith  he,  "  fhall  fave  the  fick/'— -'^  pray  one  for 
another,  that  ye  may  be  healed.  The  effedual,  fer- 
vent prayer  of  a  righteous   man  availeth  much." 
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Such  are  the  encouragements  of  the  apoftle  to  pray »  ' 
er  for  the  afflicted.  God  delights  to  hear  and  an? 
fwer  the  prayers  which  are  offered  up  to  him  in  faith. 
To  thofe  who  fincerely  feek  his  prefence  and  the 
confolations  of  his  fpirit,  or  for  whom  fupplication 
is  made  by  others,  he  will  give,  altho'  in  the  midfl 
of  afflidion,  "  fongs"  of  thankfgiving  "  in  the 
night." 

Enjoying  the  prayers  of  others,  thofe  who  have  loft 
friends,  may  hope  to  experience  confolations.  While 
Chriftians  remember  that  it  is  their  duty  to  pray  for 
the  diftreffed,  there  is  great  reafon  to  expe£t  that 
afflictions  will  ever  be  accompanied  with  fupport. 
Pity  cannot,  therefore,  be  more  benevolently  fhown 
to  the  afflicted  than  by  carrying  them  on  our  hearts 
and  tongues  to  the  throne  of  grace  in  prayer. 

3.  The  pity  mentioned  in  the  text,  fhould  be 
manifefted  towards  the  afflided,  by  endeavors  to 
im.prefs  upon  their  minds  the  caufe  and  defign  of  af- 
fiidions,  and  to  induce  them  to  make  a  proper  im- 
provement of  them. 

Afflidions  are  not  fent  into  the  world  without  a 
caufe.  Although  God  afflicts  mankind,  he  does 
pot  affii£t  them  arbitrarily.  He  takes  no  pleafure 
merely  in  the  pains  and  afflictions  of  his  creatures. 
We  are  informed  in  the  fcriptures  that  he  doth  not 
afflict  willingly,  nor  grieve  the  children  of  men. 
He  afflicts  men  for  their  fins.  Accordingly  the 
church  in  the  prophecy  of  Micah  is  reprefented  as 
faying,  "  I  will  bear  the  indignation  of  the  Lord, 
becaufe  I  have  fumed  againft  him.'*  The  defign  of 
afflictions  is  to  make  men  better.  Thus  an  apoftle 
informs  us  tEat  God  afflicts  men  for  their  profit^ 
that  they  m.ay  becom.e  partakers  of  his  holinefs. 
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Such,  being  the  caufe  and  defign  of  divine  judg^ 
ments,  thofe,  who  exercife  pity  toward  the  afflidt- 
ed,  ihould  endeavor  to  lead  them  to  right  apprehen- 
fions  refpeding  the  character  of  fm,  and  the  import- 
ance of  making  a  wife  improvement  of  their  chaf- 
tifement.     If  they  have  loft   friends,  let  others  ufe  . 
their  exertions  with  them  that  they  may  not  forget 
the  procuring  caufe  of  their  trials,  and  the  juftice  of 
God  in  fending  them.     Thofe  who  feel  it  their  du- 
ty to  exercife  friendlhip  toward  them,  would  do 
vjqW  to  exercife  it  toward  their  fouls.     Their  fouls 
alone  can  be  benefitted  by  all  the  tendernefs  and 
compaffion  of  friends.     If  they  are  led  to   mourn 
for  their  fms,  which  are  the  procuring  caufe  of  all 
the  calamities  v/hich  they  experience  ;  to  fee  more 
and  more  of  its  odioufnefs,  and  to  live  more  above 
its  influence,  the  pity  of  friends  will  be  well  exert- 
ed.    If  not,  hov/  poor  and  trifling  rauft  be  any  pref- 
ent,  worldly  comfort  which  their  kindnefs  may  af- 
ford ?     Every  office  of  kindnefs  fhould  have  for  its 
ultimate  object  the  benefit  of  the  fouL     Afliiclions, 
if  they  are  well  improved,  will  operate  for  this  pur- 
pofe 

The  friends  of  the  afPiicied  fnould  never  ftrive  to 
lead  them  to.  forget  their  afHidions.  They  are  de« 
figned  to  be  kept  in  remembrance  5  to  be  laid  to 
heart,  and  borne  conftantly  in  their  thoughts. 
Thofe  who  have  been  called  to  part  with  their 
friends,  ihould  not  indeed  afflict  themfelves  partic- 
ularly on  account  of  their  lofs.  Inftead  of  mourn- 
ing beyond  meafure  for  thofe  v/ho  have  been  remo- 
ved .from  them,  they  fhould  be  lead  to  mourn  for 
themfelves,  and  by  a  wife  improvement  of  their  af- 
flidions,  they  Ihould  make  them  the  happy  means. of 
their  eternal  good. 
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If  mankind  fuiier  the  aiHided  to  difregard  thdr 
affliclions,  and  go  on  in  fecurlty,  without  warninn- 
them  of  their  guilt  and  danger,  they  zdi  a  part  the 
moll:  cruel  and  unfeeling.  They  fhould  be  taught 
to  confider  their  trials  as  reproofs  of  God,  and 
iliould  be  often  reminded  of  the  words  of  infpira- 
tion,  "  He  that  being  often  reproved  hardeneth  his 
neck,  (hall  fuddenly  be  deftroyed  and  that  without 
remedy." 

How  affectionately  attached  to  the  fouls  of  oth- 
ers mud  thofe  be  confidered,  who  urge  the  aiHidted 
to  attend  ferioufly  to  the  calls  of  God  while  he  is 
near,  and  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come.  In  this 
way,  we  can  mod  efFedually  ihow  our  compaflion 
for  thofe  who  are  afflided. 

The  difcourfe  will  now  be  concluded  with  an  im- 
provement, and  application  to  the  folemn  occafion 
which  has  called  us  together. 

I .  From  this  fubjecl  we  may  infer  that  the  time  of 
afflidlion  is  a  time  of  peculiar  importance  to  the  af- 
flided. 

The  period  of  affliclion  is  one  in  which  God  has 
laid  his  hand  in  anger  upon  liis  creatures,  and  is  pun- 
iiliing  them  for  their  fms.  All  the  calls  of  God*s 
word  and  providence,  are  indeed  loud  and  folemn : 
in  the  time  of  his  judgments,  however,  he  comes 
nearer,  and  prefles  upon  mankind  the  weight  of 
eternal  things,  and  the  danger  of  their  being  over- 
taken v/ith  death  while  they  are  flighting  them,  with 
peculiar  force.  Thofe  who  can  refill  fuch  warnings, 
have  much  reafon  to  fear,  that  they  are  flupid  and 
hardened  enough  to  relifl  all  the  calls  which  they 
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\v'iil  ever  receive.  Men  are  rarely,  if  ever,  placed 
in  fituations  which  are  more  calculated  to  a,ftcd:  their 
minds  than  they  are  afforded  by  aifiidions. 

The  penod  of  afflictions  is  alfo  one  when  God  is 
giving  fenfible  evidence  to  the  aiilided  of  the  fhort- 
nefs  and  uncertainty  of  human  life,  and  expecla- 
tions ;  of  the  folly  of  placing  their  affe^ions  fu- 
premely  on  any  finite  enjoyment,  and  of  the  im- 
portance of  confidering  the  comforts  with  Vv^hich 
they  are  indulged  in  the  prefent  world,  as  bleffings 
from  the  hand  of  God,  which  ihould  be  cheerful- 
ly reflored  at  his  bidding. 

A  difpofition  to  conlider  our  relatives  as  perma- 
nent enjoyments,  which  are  effential  to  our  happi- 
nefs,  is  exceedingly  prevalent.  To  root  out  fuch  a 
difpofition,  alike  unwife  and  wicked,  God  is  pleaf- 
ed  at  times  to  remove  from  us  our  nearefl  connec- 
tions ;  thofe  upon  which  we  had  placed  our  depend- 
ence and  hopes.  By  fuch  providences,  he  warns  us 
of  the  danger  of  faftening  our  hearts  upon  finite, 
worldly  good,  and  places  before  us,  fuch  inftruc- 
tions  as  will,  if  fuitabiy  regarded,  terminate  in  our 
hioheil  ha.Dpinefs, 

In  addition  to  all  thefe  folemn  confiderations  which 
render  the  time  of  alilidion  a  time  "of  peculiar  im- 
portance, it  is  to  be  recoliecled  that  the  diftreffed 
have  the  praytrs  and  perhaps  other  exertions  of  ma- 
ny Chriftians.  For  it  is  the  duty  of  all  to  exhibit 
their  pity  in  this  way,  and  we  have  reiifon  to  believe 
that  Tome  will  perform  their  duty.  Chriltians  are, 
therefore,  praying  for  the  divine  mercy  upon  the 
afliicled  ;  God  is  waiting  to  be  gracious,  and  angels 
and  glorified  faints  are  ready  to  tune  their  voices  ia 
joyful  acclamations,  in  view  cf  the  hopeful  conver- 
non  of  flnner;^. 
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If  the  afflided  are  the  friends  of  God,  Chriftians^ 
"we  have  reafon  to  believe,  are  praying  that  their  chaf- 
tifements  may  be  the  means  of  weaning  them  from 
the  world,  making  them  more  humble,  prayerful, 
and  more  fenfible  of  their  dependence ;  and  that 
while  one  ftream  of  their  happinefs  after  another  is 
drying  up,  they  may  be  led  to  that  inexhauftible 
fountain  in  heaven,  whieh  will  refrefh  and  gladden 
all  panting,  thirfly  fouls.  How  important  is  it  there- 
fore, that  the  afflifted  fhould  regard  the  time  of  af- 
flidion  as  a  feafon  infinitely  interefting,  which,  if  it 
does  not  wean  them  from  the  world,  will  draw  them 
farther  and  farther  from  God  ! 

2.  IF,  when  any  are  aiilifled,  they  are  afflicted  of 
God,  as  we  have  feen  from  the  preceding  difcourfe, 
we  may  infer  *hat  they  are  bound  to  be  fubmiffive. 

It  was  the  wife  and  Chriftian  exclamation  of  Elij 
when  God  had  revealed  to  him  by  Samuel,  that  he 
had  judgments  in  flore  for  his  houfe,  "It  is  the 
Lord,  let  him  do  what  feemeth  him  good.*'  Hear 
alfo  the  words  of  the  pious  Pfalmift.  Addreliing 
himfelf  to  God,  he  fays,  "  I  was  dumb,  I  opened 
not  my  mouth  ;  becaufe  thou  didft  it"—"  1  know 
O  Lord  that  thy  judgments  are  right,  and  that  in 
faithfulnefs  thou  haft  afflided  me." 

Thefe  pious  men  had  acquired  fuch  a  ftrong  con- 
fidence in  the  rectitude  and  goodnefs  of  God,  that 
however  dark  and  myfterious  might  be  the  circum- 
ftances  with  which  they  were  encircled,  they  had  no 
difpofition  to  diilrufl  the  divine  being ;  they  were 
fullv  fatisfied  that  every  thing  would  terminate  in 
the'beft  manner.  A  full  belief  that  their  afflidions 
came  from  God  was,  therefore,  at  all  times,  fulii- 
cient  to  filence  their  doubts  and  murmurings. 
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Siich  fhould  always  be  the  difpofition  of  the  af- 
Aided.  From  the  preceding  difcourfe,  it  has  been 
feen  that  God  is  the  author  of  all  the  afflidions  which 
are  ever  experienced  by  men.  Whoever  murmurs 
under  his  chaflifements,  is  therefore  guilty  of  mur- 
muring againft  God,  and  of  taxing  him  with  in* 
juftice.  Shall  not  the  judge  of  all  the  earth  do 
right  ?  Who  will  dare  to  queftion  his  re£l:itude  ? 
He  has  given  abundant  evidence  that  he  affli£ts  his 
creatures  no  more  than  they  deferve,  and  his  chil- 
dreji  no  more  than  will  terminate  in  their  bell  good. 
To  murmur  at  his  providences  is  to  reply  againft  him, 
and  they  who  are  guilty  of  murmuring,  may  juftly 
be  addreffed  in  the  language  of  fcripture,  ''  IS) ay 
but  O  man,  who  art  thou  that  replied  againil 
God  ?"  Let  the  affiifted  therefore  walk  humbly  be- 
fore God  in  cheerful  fubmilTion.  Let  them  fay 
with  Job,  "  Though  he  flay  me,  yet  will  I  trufl  in 
him." 

Thofe  who  appear  this  day  as  mourners  for  a  near 
and  dear  friend,  are  called  upon  in  view  of  this  fub- 
jeft  to  exercife  fubmiflion  to  the  divine  will. 

Ref peeled  Friends^ 
God  in  his  holy  and  righteous  providence,  has 
been  pleafed  to  call  you  to  drink  deeply  of  the  bitter 
cup  of  affliction.  It  is  your  higheft  wifdom  to  look 
beyond  all  fecond  caufes,  refpeding  this  event,  and  to 
fix  your  attention  on  the  great  firR.  caufe.  God  has 
ordered  all  the  circumft ances  refpeding  this  affliction, 
and  you  may  reft  alTured  he  has  ordered  them  in  in- 
finite wifdom  and  goodnefs.  Your  deceafed  friend 
was  the  property  of  God.  He  had  indulged  you 
with  her  for  a  long  time,  and  had  a  perfed  right  to 
remove  her  from  you  in  his  own  way.  As  the  Lord 
gave,  fo  he  had  a  right  to  take  away,  and  happy, 

c 
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beyond  cxpreffion  happy,  will  you  be,  if  you  can 
add  from  the  heart  "  bleffed  be  the  name  of  the 
Lord." 

The  children  of  the  deceafed  are  now  written 
fatherlefs  and  motherlefs.  But  you  have  reafon  to 
believe  if  you  are  the  children  of  the  Mod  High,  as 
I  would  humbly  hope  fome  of  you  are,  that  fmce 
your  father  and  mother  have  lorfaken  you,  the  Lord 
will  take  you  up.  Refort  therefore  to  him.  You 
much  need  the  eonfolations  of  the  Divine  Spirit. 
Remember  for  your  comfort  that  God  does  not  af- 
fiidl  willingly  ;  but  for  your  profit,  that  you  may  be- 
come partakers  of  his  holinefs.  God  has  the  mod 
gracious  defigns  in  his  chaflifements  ;  and  if  the  af- 
fiidled  wili*cafl  their  burdens  on  the  Lord,  he  will 
convince  them  that  he  lays  no  more  upon  them  than 
he  will  mercifully  enable  them  to  bear. 

In  the  midfl  of  your  afflictions,  you  have  great 
caufe  for  rejoicing.  Your  deceafed  parent  was 
hopefully  a  difciple  of  the  blelTed  Jefus.  If  fhe  was 
really  fuch,  fhe  has  gone  to  his  boibm.  Could  you 
wifn  her  back  again  ?  Would  you  wiili  to  call  her 
from  thofe  bright  abodes  into  which  you  hope  fhe 
has  entered,  again  to  tabernacle  in  the  frail,  dying 
tenement  which  ilie  once  inhabited  ?  In  the  ftrong 
hopes  which  fhe  has  left  her  friends  that  fhe  has 
gone  to  glory,  is  there  not  a  confolation  worth  ten 
thoufand  worlds  ?  What  if  fhe  had  died  an  infidel  ? 
What  if  file  had  left  the  world  blafpheming  God  i 
Let  all  murmuring  and  repining  thoughts  be  there- 
fore hufhed  ;  and  while  you  commit  the  body  of 
your  deceafed  relative  to  the  duft,  be  comforted 
with  the  hoDe  that  vou  have  alio  committed  her  foul 
to  God. 
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Let  us  all,  my  brethren  and  friends,  while  we  call 
to  mind  the  various  ways  in  which  we  are  to  exhibit 
our  pity  toward  the  afflicted,  learn  wifdom  by  the 
providences  in  which  God  is  pafling  before  our  eyes. 
We  behold  in  the  corps  before  us  demonftrable  evi- 
dence that  we  alfo  muft  die.  Are  we  prepared  for 
death,  is  a  queftion  of  infinite  moment  to  us.  If 
we  are,  then  come  diftrefs,  perfecution,  famine  and 
even  death,  we  have  nothing  to  fear.  Our  hope 
and  truft  are  in  God.  If  we  are  not  prepared,  we 
are  miferable  indeed.  On  the  brittle  thread  of  life, 
hang  fufpended  eternal  things.  We  fhall  all  foon 
go  into  eternity,  and  rife  to  thofe  glorious  manfions 
which  God  has  prepared  for  them  that  love  him,  or 
fmk  in  infinite  defpair,  to  the  bottomlefs  pit.  Let 
us  all  be  wife  for  a  future  flate.  Let  us  repent  and 
believe  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl.  Then  with  the 
good  man  we  can  long 

"  To  have  our  passport  sign'd  and  be  dismiss'd, 
'Tis  done,  and  no^7  we're  happy." 

AMEN. 
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